
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

WAYCROSS DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

V.

MARIA LETICIA PATRICIO,

DANIEL MENDOZA,

NERY RENE CARRILLO-NAJARRO,

ANTONIO CHAVEZ RAMOS,
a/k/a, Tony Chavez,

JC LONGORIA CASTRO,

VECTORIANO CHAVEZ HERNANDEZ,

ENRIQUE DUQUE TOVAR,

JOSE CARMEN DUQUE TOVAR,

CHARLES MICHAEL KING,

STANLEY NEAL MCGAULEY,

LUIS ALBERTO MARTINEZ,
a/k/a. Chine Martinez,

DELIA IBARRA RO JAS,

JUANA IBARRA CARRILLO,

DONNA MICHELLE RO JAS,
a/k/a. Donna Lucio,

MARGARITA RO JAS CARDENAS,

a/k/a, Maggie Cardenas,

JUAN FRANCISCO ALVAREZ CAMPOS,

INDICTMENT NO.

CR;521 -0009
18 U.S.C. § 1349
Conspiracy to Commit
Mail Fraud

18 U.S.C. §1341
Mail Fraud

18 U.S.C. § 1594
Conspiracy to Engage in
Forced Labor

18 U.S.C. § 1589
Forced Labor

18 U.S.C. § 1956(h)
Conspiracy to Commit
Money Laundering

18 U.S.C. § 1512
Tampering with a Witness

Aiding and Abetting

18 U.S.C. § 2



ROSALVA GARCIA MARTINEZ,

a/k/a, Chava Garcia,

ESTHER IBARRA GARCIA,

RODOLFO MARTINEZ MACIEL,

BRETT DONAVAN BUSSEY,

LINDA JEAN FACUNDO,

GUMARA CANELA,

DANIEL MERARI CANELA DIAZ,

and

CARLA YVONNE SALINAS

THE GRAND JURY CHARGES THAT:

Introduction:

1. At all times material to this Indictment, the defendants herein,

MARIA LETICIA PATRICIO,
DANIEL MENDOZA,

NERY RENE CARRILLO-NAJARRO,
ANTONIO CHAVEZ RAMOS,

a/k/a, Tony Chavez,
JC LONGORIA CASTRO,

VICTORIANO CHAVEZ HERNANDEZ,
ENRIQUE DUQUE TOVAR,

JOSE CARMEN DUQUE TOVAR,
CHARLES MICHAEL KING,
STANLEY NEAL MCGAULEY,

LUIS ALBERTO MARTINEZ,
a/k/a, Chino Martinez,
DELIA IBARRA RO JAS,

JUANA IBARRA CARRILLO,
DONNA MICHELLE ROJAS,

a/k/a. Donna Lucio,
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MARGARITA ROJAS CARDENAS,
a/k/a, Maggie Cardenas,

JUAN FRANCISCO ALVAREZ CAMPOS,
ROSALVA GARCIA MARTINEZ,

a/k/a, Chava Garcia,
ESTHER IBARRA GARCIA,

RODOLFO MARTINEZ MACIEL,
BRETT DONAVAN BUSSEY,
LINDA JEAN FACUNDO,
GUMARA CANELA,

DANIEL MERARI CANELA DIAZ,
CARLA YVONNE SALINAS,

and others, were members and associates of a transnational criminal organization

(the "Patricio TCO"), whose members and associates engaged in mail fraud,

international forced labor trafficking, and money laundering, among other crimes,

within the Southern District of Georgia, Middle District of Georgia, Northern District

of Georgia, Middle District of Florida, Southern District of Texas, Mexico, Guatemala,

Honduras, and elsewhere.

2. The purpose of the Patricio TCO was to make money from illegal

activities, including mail fraud, forced labor, and money laundering. The Patricio

TCO fraudulently used the H-2A visa program to smuggle foreign nationals from

Mexico, Guatemala, and Honduras into the United States under the pretext of being

an agriculture worker. The Patricio TCO further sought to make money by exploiting

these foreign workers and then laundering the illegal proceeds.

Labor Trafficking and the H-2A Visa Program

3. Foreign nationals could not work in the United States without prior

authorization from the United States government. Foreign nationals could obtain

work authorization in the United States if a qualifying sponsor, an employer based
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in the United States, petitioned the United States government for a nonimmigrant

visa on their behalf. A nonimmigrant visa that authorized foreign nationals to work

for an agriculture employer was called an "H-2A visa."

4. To petition the United States government for nonimmigrant H-2A visas

for foreign workers, qualifying sponsors based in the United States completed a form

on which they claimed they were seeking foreign workers for work authorization,

under penalty of law, that the information provided in the form was truthful and

accurate; and then mailed their form and supporting documentation to the United

States government for processing. This form was called Form 1-129, Petition for

Nonimmigrant Worker ("Petition").

5. Based on these Petitions, the United States would issue nonimmigrant

H-2A visas to foreign workers authorizing the workers to enter the United States and

perform paid work for an agriculture employer harvesting crops for a specific period

of time.

6. Under the lawful H-2A visa program, a qualifying sponsor or employer

was required to pay the foreign worker under the terms of the contract, typically ten

to twelve dollars per hour, with pay stubs that accurately listed their pay, hours

worked, deductions, and earnings.

7. Under the lawful H-2A visa program, a qualifying sponsor or employer

was also required to pay upfiront or reimburse workers in the first work week for costs

associated with obtaining the H-2A visa, border crossing fees, reasonable
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transportation, lodging, food expenses, and the reasonable costs associated with

returning to their home countries.

8. Under the lawful H-2A program, a qualifying sponsor or employer was

prohibited from: holding or confiscating the immigration documents of its H-2A

foreign workers; seeking or receiving payments of any kind from its H-2A foreign

workers for recruiting them; and conditioning the employment in any way on the

payment of a fee from its H-2A foreign workers.

9. In an effort to exploit foreign workers and cheat the system for financial

gain, from at least 2015 and continuing through the return date of this Indictment,

the Patricio TCO mailed multiple false Petitions to the United States government

seeking over 71,000 foreign workers to enter the United States to work for an

agricultural employer, and fraudulently caused the United States to issue thousands

of H-2A visas to foreign nationals.

10. The Patricio TCO exploited these foreign workers by demanding they

pay unlawful fees, by holding their identification documents hostage, by requiring

them to perform physically demanding work for little or no pay, by requiring them to

live in crowded, unsanitary, and degrading living conditions, and by threatening

them with deportation and violence.

11. The Patricio TCO illegally profited over $200,000,000 from this illegal

scheme.
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Money Laundering and the H-2A Visa Program

12. Federal law makes it unlawful to benefit financially from exploiting

foreign workers who entered the United States on an H-2A visa.

13. From at least 2015 through the return date of this Indictment, the

Patricio TCO sought to hide the miUions of dollars in illegal proceeds by laundering

the money through cash purchases of land, homes, vehicles, businesses, cashier's

checks, and funneling millions of dollars through casinos.

The Defendants

14. Defendant Maria Leticia Patricio was a United States citizen who

filed fi*audulent Petitions to bring foreign workers into the United States under the

H-2A visa program.

15. Defendant Daniel Mendoza was a United States citizen who filed

firaudulent Petitions to bring foreign workers into the United States under the H-2A

visa program. Defendant Daniel Mendoza was Defendant Maria Leticia

Patricio's son.

16. Defendant Nery Rene Carrillo-Najarro was a naturalized United

States citizen who contracted with farmers to find and recruit foreign workers to

enter the United States under the H-2A visa program. Defendant Nery Rene

Carrillo-Najarro also supervised foreign workers in the fields and unlawfully held

their identification documents to prevent the workers from leaving. Defendant

Maria Leticia Patricio filed fraudulent Petitions for Defendant Nery Rene

Carr illo-Naj arr o.
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17. Defendant Antonio Chavez Ramos, a/k/a, Tony Chavez was an

illegal alien who supervised and managed foreign workers who entered the United

States under the H-2A visa program. Defendant Maria Leticia Patricio filed

fraudulent Petitions for foreign workers supervised by Defendant Antonio Chavez

Ramos, a/k/a, Tony Chavez.

18. Defendant JC Longoria Castro was a United States citizen who

recruited foreign workers to enter the United States under the H-2A visa program.

Defendant JC Longoria Castro also supervised and managed foreign workers who

entered the United States under the H-2A visa program. Defendant Antonio

Chavez Ramos, a/k/a, Tony Chavez unlawfully traded or sold foreign workers with

Defendant JC Longoria Castro.

19. Defendant Victoriano Chavez Hernandez was a Mexican citizen

who entered the United States on an H-2A visa. Defendant Victoriano Chavez

Hernandez recruited foreign workers to enter the United States on an H-2A visa.

Defendant Victoriano Chavez Hernandez also supervised and managed foreign

workers who entered the United States under the H-2A visa program. Defendant

Victoriano Chavez Hernandez was related to and worked with Defendant

Antonio Chavez Ramos, a/k/a, Tony Chavez.

20. Defendant Enrique Duque Tovar was a United States citizen who

supervised and managed foreign workers who entered the United States under the

H-2A visa program. Defendant Enrique Duque Tovar unlawfully held the foreign

workers' identification documents to prevent them from leaving and threatened the
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